ORDER OF WORSHIP
INTROIT
CALL TO WORSHIP

Hymn # 2
“Come let us all unite and sing”

PRAYER

WELCOME

ADVENT CANDLE LITURGY – Led by the James Family

DECK THE HALLS

Reader One: We want everything to look nice: the decorations of the season, our homes with their lights and tinsel, wreaths and ribbons. We want to lighten the darkness around us, bring beauty to the ugliness that wears us down. We decorate, because it is tradition. Because it lifts our hearts. Because it makes us feel like children again. We deck our halls because company is coming. 

Reader Two: The prophet Isaiah smiled when he said, “God will give a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, a mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.” No matter how far we feel from the spirit of the season, God promises to decorate us with love and with joy.

(THREE CANDLES ARE LIT) 

Reader One: We light these candles as a sign of our joy in the beautiful things of this season – not just the things that glitter and flash, but the deeper things, the beauty of the heart and the soul, the beauty of love shared in service and hospitality. We light this candle of joy because company is coming. 
Hymn #54(a)
“Majesty, worship His Majesty”
The Sacrament of Holy Baptism: MPB pg 81

· Jaxon Asher Williams
· Kylian Dennis George Bablington

· Athena-Michelle Bryant

Baptismal Prayer (said by all) MPB pg 82

Father, we thank You that You have created all things and made us in your own image. That after we had fallen into sin you did not leave us in darkness, but sent Your only Son Jesus Christ to be our Saviour. That by His death and resurrection He broke the power of evil. That by sending the Holy Spirit you have made us a new creation.
MINISTRY OF THE WORD

COLLECT:
God for whom we watch and wait, You sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of Your Son: give us courage to speak the truth, to hunger for justice, and to suffer for the cause of right, with Jesus Christ Our Lord who reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, One God now and forever. Amen
.
Epistle:

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

Reader:           
This is the Word of the Lord

Response:      
Thanks be to God

Responsive Reading:
Psalm 126 (VIP #645)

Leader:
When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who 


dream.

Cong:
Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy; then it was said among the nations, “The Lord has done great things for them.”

Leader:
The Lord has done great things for us, and we rejoiced.

Cong:
Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like the watercourses in the Negeb.

Leader:
May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy.

Cong:
Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come hope with shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shalt be, world without end. 
Amen

Gospel:

John 1:6-8; 19-28

        Glory to You, O God

Reader:

This is the Gospel of Christ

Response:
Praise be to Christ, Our Lord

SERMON

CHORUS:
“Give Thanks”

Give thanks with a grateful heart
Give thanks to the Holy One
Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son
And now let the weak say, "I am strong"
Let the poor say, "I am rich
Because of what the Lord has done for us"
Give thanks
NOTICES AND OFFERING

OFFERING FOR THE FOOD BARREL

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Closing Hymn # 56
“Sing we the King who is coming to reign”

BENEDICTION

********************************************************************************
BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES – 13th – Sis. Carol Sayers; Bro. Tarik Morrison; 14th – Sis. Diahann Gordon-Harrison, Bro. Carl Carby; 15th – Sis. Karen Armstrong, Bro. Errol Treasure; 17th – Sis. Pearl Chung;18th –Sis. Philippa Phillips, Sis. Jamile Green; 19th – Sis. Marjory Smythe, Sis. Gwendolyn Thomas (91 years), Sis. Claudette Crooks, Bro. Don Richards
SUNDAY SCHOOL – 15th – Skyler Haisley ; 18th – Ajani Banton
Events on Zoom Platform

Mon.
Dec. 14   6:00 p.m.
 Meeting of the Finance Sub-



 Committee  

Tues 
Dec  15   6:00 p.m.  Bible Study – (The last before the Christmas 



 Break) 

Wed         Dec 16   6:00 p.m.   Meeting of the Mission and 



 Evangelism Committee  

FUTURE EVENTS

Fri.        Dec  25      6:00 a.m.
 CHRISTMAS MORNING SERVICE




 Rev’d Dr. Oral Thomas

Thur.    Dec  31      5:00 p.m.   NEW YEAR’S EVE SERVICE



 Bro. Howard Armstrong

Welcome -  Today we  welcome into the Church by baptism three babies: Jaxon Asher , son of Dwaine Williams and Semone Williams; Kylian Dennis George , son of Odean Bablington and Sheree Chambers-Bablington; and  Athena-Michelle , daughter of Oshane Bryant and Camille Wint. 

JNCB Equipment Donation - During the week December 14th  to 18th , the Jamaica NCB Foundation , with the aid of its IT Department,  will be handing over of relevant equipment exercise, to bring relief to prospective beneficiaries.

Harvest Offering - Please note that if you missed the Harvest Thanksgiving service in November, you are invited to contribute, as agreed, towards the acquisition of online school material for our children at the Standpipe / Cedar Valley and Sandy Park communities and  the Jamaica National Children's Home. 

Confirmation Classes  are scheduled to commence during November. If desirous of becoming a member of the Church, please give to the Church Office your name and contact number. 

PLEASE REMEMBER PRAYERFULLY- Sis. Laurel Bruce, 15 Deanery Ave, 928-1873; Sis. Verona Cameron; Sis. Helen Chambers, 34 Charlemont Drive. 927-0747; Sis. Keturah Forrest, 10 Old Henry Lane (6), 927-5395; Sis. Lilith Johnson, Glo’s Adult Care Centre, 4 Louisville Road, Kingston, 941-5683; Sis. Pearl Morgan, 5 Elliott Ave(8), 924-0005; Sis. Inez Morrison, Trafalgar Apartments, 1 Caribbean Close, 667-1963; Sis. Gertrude Phillips, 4 Finchley Close(6), 702-2947; Sis. Violet Tapper, 1 Phadrian Ave, (6); Sis. Cynthia Walsh, 11 Ravinia Mews (6), 927-0275; Sis. Jean Andrade, 14 Roseneath Ave. 946-2769; Sis Mavis Mitchell, (970 1688); Bro. Horace Brown, 8 Halifax Cres, 978-0091; Sis. Lauris Goldson, 30 Glendon Circle, 927-0711; Sis. Clover Treasure, 669-1709; Bro. Carlton Brown, Sis. Bernice Saunders, 7 Maynard Dr, Patrick City. Sis. Lena Anderson, 876-977-0201; Sis. Grace Boyne, Sis. Joyce Bolton, Sis. Alma Smith, Sis. Verna George, Sis. Isolene Livingstone, Sis. Beryl Miles; Bro. Lester Palmer, Sis. Gwendoline Thomas, Sis. Sybil Francis, Sis Lesma Brown, Sis. Pam Morris, Sis. Muriel Lewis, Sis. Pauline Mason, Sis. Enid Phillips, Sis. Marjory Smythe, Sis. Sadie Mitchell, Sis. Carmen Subaran, Sis. Elaine Rickards, Sis. Mae Polack, Rev’d Claude Cadogan; Sis. Janice Robinson, Sis. Inez Bernard, Bro. Eric King, Rev’d Dr. Rupert Young, Sis. Gerda Theobalds, Bro. Roy Thomas
We continue to offer Special Prayers for those recuperating from hospitalization or surgery. Sis. Minna McLeod, Sis. Hazel Bennet and Sis Ivy Holder.

THIS WEEK’S DEVOTIONAL READINGS FROM “OUR DAILY BREAD”

Sun.    13    Dec     Lamentations 3:1-3,13-24      The “Hope for a Baby” Tree
Mon.   14    Dec     Revelation 5:1-13

     Heaven’s Love Song
Tues.  15    Dec     Luke 1:46-55                  
     Mosaic of Beauty
Wed.  16    Dec     James 1:16-27               
    Mirrors and Hearers
Thur   17    Dec     Luke 1:18-25                
    From Shame to Honor
Fri.     18    Dec     Deuteronomy 34:1-8           
   The Great Awakening
Sat.    19    Dec     John 1:1-14        
   A Christmas Letter
PASTORAL LETTER

Advent Greetings to All,
Wow! What a year this has been! Many claim that they did not get good returns on the days in 2020 since much of it was spent under restrictions. They want to trade in on a “year back guarantee” because 2020 did not meet their expectations. Yet there are those who admit that even with all that has happened this year, they would not trade 2020 for another year. New and varied experiences pulled on resources they never knew they had and left them in a better relationship with God and with others, especially family members. 
With all the devastation caused by Covid-19 and heavy rainfall, can you imagine if there was a direct hit in this overly active hurricane season? Like the man who ate the banana and thought that was the end until he saw someone pick up the peel he had thrown away and ate it, we too can conclude that as bad as things are, they could be far worse. We express sympathy and prayerful support to those who have been adversely affected by the eventualities of this year. Yet as 2020 draws to a close we can bless the Lord with all that is within us and remember all God’s benefits (Psalm 103).
Advent reminds us that we serve a promise keeping God who even when thousands of years had passed sent the Saviour of the world. In small ways and big ways God has proven to be faithful so we let us sing, “This is the God we adore, our faithful unchangeable friend …We’ll praise him for all that is past, and trust him for all that’s to come.” Joseph Hart

Yours in Christ’s Service  
Rev’d Charlene Burton
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District Theme:

“Spreading Scriptural Holiness throughout the Land, 

Beginning with me”

DISTRICT PRESIDENT 
Bishop Christine Gooden-Benguche
CIRCUIT SUPERINTENDENT MINISTER
Rev’d Dr. George Mulrain

PROVIDENCE METHODIST CHURCH 
132 Old Hope Road, Kingston 6

TEL: 876-9775971 / 977-6489

Website: www.providencemethodistja.com
DIVINE WORSHIP/ INFANT BAPTISM
2nd  LORD’S DAY BEFORE THE NATIVITY
Sunday, December 13, 2020

8:30 a.m. 
PREACHER 
Bro. Seymour Panton
ORAGNIST
Bro. Roger Williams
STEWARDS ON DUTY
Sis. Jacqueline Lazarus, Sis. Hazel Campbell, Sis. Cecille Bernard, 

Sis. Karene Stanley Jones, Bro. Connel Steer
FLOWERS TODAY ARE DONATED BY
Sis. Karlene Hagley, in memory of her father, 

the late Bro. Knox Hagley
